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Contributors

Peter Brennan is a writer and engineer whose fiction has appeared in the Foreign 
Service Journal. A past finalist for Glimmer Train’s Short Story Award for New 
Writers, Brennan is currently writing a humorous novel about construction, 
empathy, and natural gas fracking entitled Fracking Mess.

Gerald T. Hendrickson, a local stuntman and sometimes huckster, practices 
law in Saint Paul, Minnesota, under the name of Mr. Hendrickson.

Leslie Gielow Jacobs is a constitutional law professor at University of the 
Pacific, McGeorge School of Law in Sacramento and directs its Capital Center 
for Public Law & Policy. She served as a law clerk to Associate Justice Lewis F. 
Powell, Jr. of the U.S. Supreme Court and grew up in Michigan, near the lake.

Kyle Mallinak is a third-year student at the University of Virginia School of 
Law and a native of Kingsport, TN. He enjoys legal fiction because it allows 
him to write 5000 words about the law without ever opening The Bluebook.

Melissa F. Miller is a practicing litigator, a crime fiction writer, and the mother 
of three budding lawyers, if their oral advocacy skills are any indication. After 
more than a decade working at major international law firms, she and her 
husband opened Miller & Miller Law Firm LLC, where they combine the best 
practices of a large firm with the personal focus of a small firm. Melissa’s legal 
thriller series is currently available at amazon.com and local bookstores.

Patrick C. O’Reilly is a lifelong resident of western New York where he lives 
with his wife and two children and has practiced matrimonial law as a member 
of the law firm of Lipsitz Green Scime Cambria LLP for more than 30 years. 
He is a member of the adjunct faculty of the State University of New York at 
Buffalo School of Law teaching family law, serves upon the New York State 
Office of Court Administration’s Matrimonial Advisory Committee, and is a 
past president of the New York State Chapter of the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers, as well as past chairman of the New York State Bar 
Association Family Law Section.

Risa Peris graduated from Boston College Law School in 2001 and is currently 
working in business in the Phoenix area. She is also now finalizing her first 
mystery novel and busy trying to produce a TV pilot and a screenplay she 
wrote.
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John Power was born and raised in and around New York City. He received his 
undergraduate and law school degrees from Washington and Lee University 
in Lexington, Virginia. His novel, Golden Freedom, is available at http://www.
lulu.com. He is an attorney in the litigation department of Jenner & Block 
LLP in Chicago.

Steven Semeraro is a professor of law at the Thomas Jefferson School of Law. 
He lives in San Diego, CA, with his wife Terry Gillis, his daughter Natalia, his 
dog Scout, and the memory of his old dog Boo Radley.

Marc Weitz was born in Los Angeles, is a graduate of Southwestern Law 
School and the University of Colorado. He has traveled extensively to 81 
countries and currently runs a solo law practice in Los Angeles specializing in 
bankruptcy law and real estate litigation.
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